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Cordilleres/ It was a dreary place enough.; only
a little mountain tarn, in the absence of the golden
chief, the gorgeous ceremony, and the attendant
crowds.1

Fond as they were of this romantic hero-wor-
ship, in which they could indulge at G-uatavita and
many such places where folk-lore was stored,
the real business religion of the Chibcha people
was the worship and propitiation of the celestial
body which could give or withhold a plentiful
harvest.

The temples of the Chibchas were large buildings,
the most sacred being that of the Iraca at Suamo
(Sogamoso), near Tunja. Round the walls stood
large vases of different shapes to receive offerings.
Some were figures of clay with holes in the upper
part; others were simple jars buried in the ground,
except the mouth. The priests, called Jeques,
had dwellings near the temples, and they had
schools into which those destined for the priesthood
entered very young, for a long and careful train-
ing was essential. It was most important that

1 Bumours of ' El Dorado ' spread over Europe. The Spaniards
sought for him in the basin of the Amazons, the English on the
Orinoco, the Germans hi the Venezuelan forests; while all the time
he was the hero of a local ceremony in a tarn of the Chibcha
mountains.